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From the Director’s Desk: Return on Investment 

 Seven years ago in the summer of 2011, 807 campers attended a week at Camp Ray Bird. One of those campers 

was a boy named Keegan (pictured). Keegan like the vast majority of our campers grew up in a low-income home. His 

family is close knit, and as he recalls, he never felt poor because his parents did a good job providing for them. 

Earlier this year I ran into Keegan at Bethel College, a Christian school not far from camp. We met up for coffee that 

afternoon because I wanted to hear his story and share how things were going at camp. I want to share with you some 

glimpses into our conversation as we sat across the table from each other at the coffee shop. 

  “My brother and I absolutely loved going to camp. Our favorite thing was tether ball. We played it all the time 

and would try to beat Mike (the director at the time). When we went home we even made a tether ball pole out of a bro-

ken basketball goal post.”  

Campership Fund Update 

 This year our goal for the campership fund is $59,600. Many friends and supporters have responded with great 

generosity and love. Through their combined gifts and pledges we’ve raised $46,000 (77% of the goal)! Close to 

$22,000 of that was given or pledged at our Spring Forward Dinner earlier in April. It was a pleasure to meet so many 

new folks and take the opportunity to share the heart of the mission with the guests.  

 Thank you all who have sent in a gift or prayed for the campership needs to be met. The ministry work here isn’t 

something we do by ourselves. Whether you gave for the first time or you’ve been a friend and donor for decades, thank 

you for standing with our campers and supporting the Lord’s work here.  

 “The one thing I really struggled with 

when I was a kid was anger. It was something 

that made me feel different from other kids be-

cause I had extra classes for it and things like 

that.” He went on, “Actually the other day my 

RA asked me if I could remember a time when 

God did something really life-changing for me. 

At first I couldn’t remember one, but then I re-

membered going to Camp Ray Bird. He changed 

my life one summer because he helped me learn 

to deal with my anger.” 

 Keegan and I talked for probably an hour 

but it felt like the clock stopped. He shared 

about coming to faith in Christ at camp. He even 

remembered how to do a string trick and recited 

some of the memory verses from that summer. 

We discussed the possibility of him returning to 

CRB as a counselor this summer. 

 When I left the coffee shop that afternoon, I could hardly contain my excitement. 7 year ago the CRB staff made 

an investment in Keegan’s life. They played tether ball together, they taught him string tricks and Bible verses, they 

demonstrated God’s love and they shared God’s truth. I guarantee they didn’t realize at the time how life changing it 

would be. 

 Keegan’s experience gives me a lot to think about, but one thing that comes through strong is that God is making 

life-changing impacts through our ministry. Sometimes it takes 7 years to see the fruit. Summer camp can be a short term 

investment with long-term returns. 

        -David Mui, Executive Director 

 

Interesting fact: our registration numbers since Keegan’s summer total to 6827 campers. We make investments ever year 

and my heart stirs as I think about other children whose lives are being changed by God. This summer Keegan will have 

a chance to pay it forward as a counselor here at CRB! 

Keegan, 2011 



Glimpses of the Spring Mini Camp 

Our Spring Mini Camp in April was awesome! There were 34 campers who finished all their lessons and came out on 

April 13-15 for a free weekend with lots of fun activities and teaching about growing in a relationship with God by con-

necting with Him through prayer. The weather was very rainy, but the kids had a blast. Here are some highlights: 

Spring Forward Dinner: Many 

learned about the mission and gave 

generously to sponsor campers. 

Learning new dance moves at the One Way Cafe 

Playing pitball inside for a change. 

Bleach tie-

dying shirts! 

Prep work for the 

Spring Forward 

Dinner 

Making 

prayer 

beads and 

writing 

prayer 

cards 

Connecting with God 

and one another. 



The Mission  Prayer Requests & Praises          of Ray Bird Ministries is 

to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with Michi-

ana children and teens, nurture those believers, 

and prepare them for participation in local 

churches.  Ray Bird Ministries specializes in 

serving families who could not otherwise afford 

meaningful camping experiences. 

 

Ray Bird Ministries, Inc. [501(c)(3)] would like 

to extend a very special THANK YOU to our 

Board of Directors for their dedication and sup-

port of our efforts. Members include Phyllis 

Hueni, Linda Burrell, John Rader, Randy Meert, 

Keith Walatka, Don Wierenga, David Mui, 

Kristen Haubold, Shawn Titus, James Sawdon, 

Adam Taylor, and Charles King, III . 

Praise 
 

 In spite of the rain, the Spring Mini Camp was a 

great time with campers and staff. 

 Praise God for such willing and able friends who 

came to help deliver camper applications and help 

with outdoor work around camp.  

 God is providing financially for the camp through 

the generous donations of friends and supporters. 

The Spring Forward Dinner was a big help to our 

campership fund.  

 22 of 40 of our summer staff has been hired. These 

include several seasoned returners and several 

former campers. 

 7 volunteer groups from churches (plus Bethel 

college) are covering all but one week this 

summer! 

 This is CRB’s 99th year—God has been very 

faithful to this special place and we praise Him for 

using it in the lives of so many people.  

 Alyssa and I are expecting a baby in October! 

Prayer 
 

 Hiring 40 people every year is a daunting task, 

especially the need for boys counselors. Please 

pray that God would make the connections and 

build up our team. 

 Please pray that God would bring many children to 

Himself this summer. Pray for receptive hearts and 

minds. About 350 campers are currently signed up. 

 Pray for energy and joy in serving as we plan and 

make preparations for summer camp. This is a very 

busy time of year for us!  

 While there’s much work to be done, it’s also our 

year-round staff’s last chance to be recharged 

before summer. Pray for physical, spiritual and 

emotional renewal. 

Donations were made… 
 

In memory of Uncle George and Aunt 

Pat 

(Michael and Barbra Kline) 

 

In memory of our beloved Betty Miller 

(Jenny Clark, Martha Smith, Karl and Lisa Jank, 

Beth Marsh, Brian Miller, Bruce and Jade Kayser, 

Brett and Kelly Geier, nieces and nephews of Gene 

Moberg) 

 

In honor of Jennie Strycker’s birthday 
(Daniel Binion) 

 

In honor of Evie Harman  
(Kenneth and Ronda Spaulding) 

 

In honor of David and Jody Schulty  
(Lee and Patricia Palmer) 

 

In memory of Robert Parsons  
(Doug and Pamela Callantine) 

 

In honor of John Schini’s retirement  
(Tank Connections) 

 

In memory of Thayne Garberick  
(Diane and Ray Ritchey) 

We’re Hiring! 

CRB is looking to hire several key positions including: 

COUNSELORS 
(18+ or 17 with HS diploma) 

LIFEGUARD 

ACTIVITIES STAFF 

Are you interested or know someone who is? Contact 

david@raybird.org or visit raybird.org for more infor-

mation. 


