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Campers and staff at the Spring Mini Camp gathering in small 

groups to pray during our prayer tour in a local neighborhood. 

The best part about the 

summer is teaching 

campers about Christ 

while helping them     

experience God’s love 

through us. 



Reflections on Summer Camp 2017 

 Now that summer is over and we’re starting to reconnect with the outside world, friends often ask the question, 

“How’d the summer go?” This well-meaning question is a hard one to answer.  There’s so much that goes on during the 

summer for us at Camp Ray Bird. The truth is, I wish everyone could experience what our summer is like. One week or 

even just one day would demonstrate how life-changing it is for our campers, volunteers, and staff. Summer camp is a 

whirlwind of fun activities and building relationships. Campers and staff alike have shared with me about how life-

changing their experience has been in this environment focused on Christ. These pictures are an attempt to show you 

summer camp, but I also want to tell you about a conversation I had with a camper. 

 I met up with an older boys cabin (13-15 year olds) to talk about God’s desire and plan for families. As an ice 

breaker question I asked all of them to share about their families—who they live with and what the dynamics are like. 

Devin* was one that shared. He said, “At home it’s just me and my mom. We used to go to church about 3 years ago but 

for some reason we stopped. That’s where I used to learn about Jesus and God and those kinds of things, but now we 

don’t go. That’s why I look forward to this week all year long because it’s the only time that I really get to learn about 

God and the Bible.” Devin and I talked later about where they live and if they’ll be going to church again. I will be 

working on connecting him with a good church somewhere close by because I can see that he is really wanting to grow 

in a relationship with God.  

 While Devin was telling me this story I was struck by what Camp Ray Bird meant to him. I know we have a 

great mission, but to hear his candid story and to hear similar stories from others reminded me of our campers’ perspec-

tive. Campers are usually coming from a poverty situation at home and many also have little or no spiritual input in their 

“normal” lives. At best, campers have a desire to follow God but are surrounded by a culture that rebels against Him. 

So, if you are wondering, “How’d the summer go?”, you might be better off asking kids like Devin. For me and our 

staff the summer is always full of challenges and ups and downs. For our campers, their week at camp is a space in their 

year marked by truth, safety, play, and love. The staff and I are honored to pour ourselves out in service to God and we 

are especially honored to see God at work, changing people’s lives through our efforts.  

  

     -David Mui, director    *not actual name 

 

P.S. You can follow us on facebook.com/CampRayBird or Instagram @campraybird for more updates and pictures. 

Meet the staff 

Playing the evening 

game 

Team-building low rope 

Old activity, new equipment 

New 35’ climbing tower 

Coloring contest! 



In Their Own Words 

Summer 2017 Facts 

Playing at swim time 

Going fishing 

Behind the scenes work 

Slingshot paintball Swimming lessons 

Making friends Learning from God’s word Singing at campfire 

Girls having fun in the lake 

Exciting evening game 

Catch me if 

you can! 

Campers who were loved in the name of Jesus = 670  Summer staff = 39 (17 former campers) 

Campers who memorized 5 Bible verses to earn a t-shirt = 554 Camper who made a decision to follow Christ = 48 

Week-long volunteers = 73      Campers who came back for discipleship week = 69 

Average amount a camper paid for the week = $41   Meals served = 17,863    

Actual amount that a week of camp costs = $330   New activities: slingshot paintball, climbing tower 

 Water front improvements funded by recent Give Local St. Joseph County: new dock, lifejackets and canoes

   



The Mission  Prayer Requests & Praises          of Ray Bird Ministries is 

to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with          

Michiana children and teens, nurture those be-

lievers, and prepare them for participation in 

local churches.  Ray Bird Ministries specializes 

in serving families who could not otherwise af-

ford meaningful camping experiences. 
 

Ray Bird Ministries, Inc. [501(c)(3)] would like 

to extend a very special THANK YOU to our 

Board of Directors for their dedication and sup-

port of our efforts. Members include Linda 

Burrell, Kristen Haubold, Phyllis Hueni, Randy 

Meert, David Mui, John Rader, Tom Thompson, 

Shawn Titus, Don Wierenga, and Keith 

Walatka. 

Praise 

 God provided in many ways this summer—too 

many to list. Praise Him!! 

 670 campers from South Bend and the surrounding 

community had the opportunity to hear the Gospel 

and experience God’s love; 69 returned for a second 

week to focus on discipleship.  

 Many campers said they believed in and want to 

follow Jesus this summer. Some of them seemed 

very sincere.  

 8 volunteer groups, and several individuals came 

out to volunteer with us for a week or more.  

 We thank God for all the support we receive from 

donors, volunteers, and friends. 

 Our staff—all of the departments—did a great job! 

 We were able to complete our climbing tower 

project this summer! The campers love the new 

addition! 

 God has provided funding in amazing ways this 

year. Generous donors have helped us to reach 

some of our biggest financial goals and we are 

excited to make the most of these funds for strategic 

improvements to our facilities and program.  

Prayer 
 That campers from the summer would remember 

the things they learned at camp and that God would 

continue to work in them. 

 That campers would connect to a local church. 

 Pray for meaningful follow up. This includes home 

visits, Snail Mail lessons, Mini Camps, and 

informal times. 

 For rest and rejuvenation for our staff after a lot of 

hard work this summer. 

Donations were made… 
 

In memory of Uncle George and Aunt 

Pat Phillips  

(Michael and Barbara Kline) 

 

In memory of Camella Worrell  

(John & Susan Connelly, Dale and Sue Archer, 

Dwight Parson, Kathe Tolve, Martin and Daphne 

Sapone, Elizabeth Gouvernayre, Betsy Gouver-

nayre, Tim Pryor, David & Maren Amnotte, Alicia 

Piech) 

 

In memory of Jim Banner  
(Albert Rutherford, Carol Lat, Carol Jean Sanner, 

John and Cheryl Striewe, Thomas & Bobbie Leland, 

Nyla and Priscilla Weaver) 

 

In memory of Joseph Geirnaert  

(Pamela Geirnaert) 

 

In memory of Evelyn Saba  
(Tammy Springer (Ruthsatz)) 

 

In memory of Julia Shafer  
(Tammy Springer (Ruthsatz)) 

 

In memory of their Aunt Julene 

Worrell 
(John and Nancy Tongue) 

Save the date –Saturday, Nov. 4 
 

FALL WORK DAY 

We will be raking leaves, winterizing 

the camp and doing odd jobs of vari-

ous skill levels.  Work begins at 9:00 

AM.  Lunch is provided.  Let us know 

if you plan to attend! Call 574-232-

8523 or email susan@raybird.org. 


