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Reflections on Summer Camp 2018 

 Earlier this summer a long-time friend of the camp, Marguerite Monroe, passed away. Marguerite attended the 

camp as a little girl. At that time it was known as Fresh Air Camp, later to be renamed in honor of the camp’s first direc-

tor as Camp Ray Bird. She shared some of her story in our historical documentary (viewable at www.raybird.org/

history). “My first memory of camp was when I was three years old. Probably the camp and the mission had more influ-

ence in my life than anything else. I always get choked up when I think about it because I remember the night Esther 

(her little sister) and I were saved. She was six and I was eight.” To bring some perspective, Marguerite was born in 

1924, so her first memory of the camp when she was three would have been in the eighth year of camp’s operation.  

 Marguerite's memories as a camper were from many years ago, but as I reflect on this summer, I remember hear-

ing similar words from campers. The camp had more influence in my life than anything else.  I specifically remember 

similar words coming from a boy I’ll call Brandon. After a Bible study in Ephesians focused on the topic of family, 

Brandon lingered back from the rest of the group to talk. He told me that his family had been going through a lot of tur-

moil. He said he didn’t feel like it was his family any more. “But it’s been so awesome here. It’s felt like family,” he 

shared. We talked about the things he had been learning about God and our need for a Savior. As I listened and asked 

questions, it seemed to me that God was doing something special in Brandon. I asked him if he was ready to ask Jesus to 

pay the penalty for his sins and for Him to become the boss of his life. Brandon said, “yes”, so I gathered a couple of his 

peers, who were quietly listening in at this point, as well as one of his counselors, to pray together as Brandon accepted 

Christ.  It was a beautiful moment of seeing God bring someone new into His family. I hope and pray that Brandon 

walks faithfully with Jesus and that this moment proves itself to be one of the most influential of his life. 

 Camp Ray Bird is now ninety-nine years old but our mission is still the same—to share the Gospel with low-

income children, the help them grow in their faith, and to help get them involved in a church body. 700 children came to 

camp this summer and each heard about God’s love and pursuit of us, as well as our need for Him. The staff did an ex-

cellent job taking advantage of opportunities to minister. These pictures are just a snapshot, but through them you can 

get a glimpse of their love for God and others as well as their commitment to giving their all for the sake of the campers 

and the glory of God. We’re very thankful that after nearly 100 years, God is still using this ministry to make an impact 

in peoples’ lives like Brandon and Marguerite. 

 

-David Mui, Executive Director 

Campfire songs and Bible teaching 

Counselor vs Camper 

Teaching a string trick on the dock Making friends 

Playing 9-square in the air 

Yes, chicken is still a thing. 



A Note From A Camper 

Summer 2018 Facts 

Campers who were loved in the name of Jesus = 700  

Campers who memorized 5 Bible verses to earn a t-shirt = 521 

Campers who came back for discipleship week = 81  

Average amount a camper paid for the week = $42 

Actual amount that a week of camp costs = $330 

Summer staff = 39 (20 former campers) 

Campers who made a decision to follow Christ = 50 

Week-long volunteers = 53 

The cook and helpers kept us well fed Young staffers working on a landscape project 

Playing hard! 
Playing a game at swim time 

Campers and their 

counselors posing for 

a group picture 

Some of the activities we had going on this summer: 

Team building exercises, go-karts, archery, scrapbooking, na-

ture hikes, challenge course, swim lessons, pontoon boating, 

pit ball, fishing, coloring contest, patio games, makeovers, 

Frisbee golf, basketball, ultimate Frisbee, bouldering wall, 

slack lining, climbing tower, slingshot paintball, real talk, 9 

square in the air, canoeing, and more! 



The Mission  Prayer Requests & Praises          of Ray Bird Ministries is 

to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with Michi-

ana children and teens, nurture those believers, 

and prepare them for participation in local 

churches.  Ray Bird Ministries specializes in 

serving families who could not otherwise afford 

meaningful camping experiences. 

 

Ray Bird Ministries, Inc. [501(c)(3)] would like 

to extend a very special THANK YOU to our 

Board of Directors for their dedication and sup-

port of our efforts. Members include Phyllis 

Hueni, Linda Burrell, John Rader, Randy Meert, 

Keith Walatka, Don Wierenga, David Mui, 

Kristen Haubold, Shawn Titus, James Sawdon, 

Adam Taylor, and Charles King, III . 

Praise 

 Although we had some vacancies on staff, we were 

able to a great staff, including 8 boys counselors! 
 700 campers from South Bend and the surrounding 

community had the opportunity to hear the Gospel 

and experience God’s love; 81 returned for a 

second week to focus on discipleship. 
 Many campers said they believed in and want to 

follow Jesus this summer. Some of them seemed 

very sincere.  
 Several church youth groups came to help for a 

week as co-counselors.  
 Constantly thankful for all the help and support 

from donors, volunteers, and friends. 
 Our summer staff did a great job! 
 Throughout the summer, God provided for needs. 

Sometimes we didn’t even know the need was 

there until after he provided. 
 We are seeing the Gospel change lives.  

Prayer 
 Pray for campers who are interested in going to 

church. Satan would love to prevent that from 

happening. 

 Our staff worked very hard all summer. Please 

pray for rest and rejuvenation in the Lord.  

 Camp will be celebrating its 100 year anniversary 

and raising funds for strategic improvements. Join 

us in praying that it would all bring honor and 

glory to the Lord. 

 We have many open doors with campers and 

families, but following up with them and helping 

them get plugged into a church can be a challenge. 

Pray for continuous improvement in this area. 

Donations were made… 
 

In memory of Jeff Fenimore  
 

(From William Fenimore) 

 

In memory of Marguerite Monroe  
 

(From Richard & Pamela Craig, John & Darlene 

Starr, Mark & Karen Kurtz, Dave and Cathy Parker,   

Bill & Patt Shoemaker, and Paul & Connie Win-

bigler) 

 

In memory of Robert Foegley  
 

(From Sarita Foegley) 

Thank You! 
 

Thank you to all of our staff and volun-

teers this summer! Whether you were 

praying, preparing a meal, doing dishes, 

leading an activity, unclogging a toilet, 

mowing the grass or loving on a bunch of 

10 year olds, we couldn’t have done it 

this summer without you!  

Special Happenings at CRB 
 

 100-Year Celebration, Saturday, September  22 

 -Get your tickets online  

 -Spread the word about this big event! 

 

 Fall Mini Camp, Friday-Sunday, October 26-28 

 

 Fall Work Day, Saturday, November 10 

 -Raking leaves, winterizing, etc. 

 -Work begins at 9AM and ends with lunch 

 provided by camp. 

 -RSVP to 232-8523 or david@raybird.org 


