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Reflections on Summer Camp 2019 

 One highlight from the summer was Noah, my son, learning to "high-five". A single high-five isn't enough for him. 

He eagerly wants to do it over and over again, each time with bright eyes and a joyful, nearly toothless, smile. How differ-

ent it is as an adult. When I do something over and over again, I tend to get bored or uninterested. Which of us is more like 

God? I think Noah.  

 In the repetition of summer camp, sometimes our staff and volunteers, including myself, can loose sight of the spe-

cial work that God is doing here. Thankfully, as we partner with Him, He reminds us. One such reminder this summer was 

with a camper I'll call Sonya. Sonya called me and her counselor aside one day saying, "Can I talk to you about some-

thing?" We could tell there was something God was stirring in her, so we sat down on a bench in the shade of one of the 

big oak trees and asked, “What’s on your mind?”  Sonya began to explain how her parents were fighting at home and how 

worried and burdened she felt. "It's been getting worse. I think they're going to split up. I don't know what to do. I haven't 

talked to anyone about it. I've just been keeping it all in." She told us how Camp Ray Bird has always been a safe and com-

fortable place for her.  We sat a while longer. Her counselor and I listened, asked a few questions, and tried to be sensitive 

to how God might want us to respond in this tender moment. 

 Many moments like this happen every week. These reminders from God make it clear that after 100 years, God is 

neither tired nor uninterested in the work He's doing at Camp Ray Bird. It's not hard to imagine His bright eyes and smiling 

face each time one of our campers is touched by His grace and mercy.  As you look at pictures from this summer, please 

pray the campers. When they come to summer camp, it’s a reprieve from the chaos of life, yet in their everyday life, no 

matter how hard it is, God is present.  We want them to know that and follow Him. 
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2019 Ministry Statistics 

Summer  

Ministry  

104 
campers 

made a deci-

sion to follow 

Christ! 

670 
kids came to summer camp and 

were loved in the name of Jesus  

92% 
of campers 

were from 

low-income 

homes 

 

$ 

27 
members of the summer staff were 

former campers at CRB (out of 48) 

73% 
of campers 

memorized all 5 

memory verses 

and earned a 

camp t-shirt 

meals served by the kitchen and dining hall staff 

15,265 381+ 
man-hours were used teaching the 

Bible 

$44 
was the average fee paid by 

campers 

campers were identified as being 

exceptionally focused on their walk 

with Christ. 62 returned for disciple-

ship week.  

139 

84 
week-long volunteers 

served as cabin leaders 

17 
different activities are planned 

throughout the week for each camper. 

These include swimming, canoeing, 

rock climbing, fishing, and much more 

$300 
was needed to cover the remaining 

cost of each low-income camper 

More stats... 



Prayer Requests &Praises The Mission          of Ray Bird Ministries is 

to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with Michi-

ana children and teens, nurture those believers, 

and prepare them for participation in local 

churches.  Ray Bird Ministries specializes in 

serving families who could not otherwise afford 

meaningful camping experiences. 

 

THANK YOU to our Board of Directors: Linda 

Burrell, John Rader, Randy Meert, Keith 

Walatka, Don Wierenga, David Mui, Kristen 

Haubold, Shawn Titus, Adam Taylor, and 

Charles King, III . 

Praise 

 God helped us to have an awesome 100th summer! 
 The staff and volunteers were unified in God’s Great 

Commission and showing others the love of Christ. 
 670 campers from South Bend and the surrounding 

community had the opportunity to hear the Gospel 

and experience God’s love; 62 returned for a second 

week to focus on discipleship. 
 Many campers sincerely said they believed in and 

want to follow Jesus this summer. 
 Support from donors has put us on track for the 

Looking Forward Campaign. 
 We are seeing the Gospel change lives.  

Prayer 
 For campers to get involved in a local church!!! 

Satan would love to prevent that from 
happening. 

 Our staff worked very hard all summer. Please 
pray for rest and rejuvenation in the Lord.  

 For opportunities to raise disciples through our 
ministry. 

 Pray for the remaining funds needed for the 
Looking Forward Campaign. 

 For funding needed for ongoing ministry—staff 
support, camperships, and general donations.  

Thank You! 

To all the staff and volunteers:  Whether 

you were praying, preparing a meal, do-

ing dishes, leading an activity, unclog-

ging a toilet, mowing the grass or loving 

on a bunch of campers, we couldn’t have 

done it this summer without you! Thank 

you! 

$473,000
Current Cash 
and Pledges

$27,000
Still to be Raised 

or Pledged

$500,000
Total Need

Ministry Hub 
Project

+$120,000
Stretch Goal

Lodge 
Renovations$120,000

Lodge 
Renovations

Looking Forward Campaign Update 

 For 100 years Camp Ray Bird has been used by God to impact chil-

dren in need, but the camp’s office and lodge puts limits on the quality of 

ministry we can provide. Looking Forward is a campaign that started with 

our 100 year anniversary to make major improvements in the areas we need 

it most. It includes redesigning and rebuilding the office into a true Ministry 

Hub as well as a stretch goal to renovate the lodge.  

 Current funding is $473,000! That leaves $27,000 before having 

enough for the construction of the new Ministry Hub.  Above and beyond 

that will be used for the lodge renovation. Our hope is to start construction 

this fall (possibility October).  

 We thank God for all that He has provided through your sacrificial 

giving, but we also continue to pray that the Lord will provide the remaining 

funding.  Ultimately, our hope is that the whole process would bring much 

glory to His name and would help us Kingdom advance.  


