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THANK YOU, everyone who 

helps during the school year, es-

pecially at things such as the Mini 

Camp and work days! We could-

n’t do it without your help! 



From the Director’s Desk: Head Lice and Spiritual Growth 

 I have the best job on registration day. I get to check campers for head lice! Jeremy’s wife, Becca, and I share in 

this work. She checks all the girls. I check all the boys. I’m not being sarcastic; I really do love greeting families as they 

come in, helping them to feel welcome, making small talk, and eventually asking, “Can I check your hair, please?”  

 Recently at our Fall Mini Camp, I was going about my normal job of greeting people, congratulating them on 

finishing their Snail Mail Lessons, and checking their head for the notorious parasites, and in the midst of one of my 

checks, I talked with the mom of a 14 year boy. She told me how much her son looks forward to getting his Snail Mail 

lesson in the mail and doing them. “Every day he comes home from school and tells me, ‘Don’t get the mail! I’ll get it!.’ 

He always looks for his Snail Mail lesson.” She explained, “If there’s one there waiting for him, he sits down to do it 

right away, and then he rides his bike all the way to the post office so that he doesn’t waste any time in the mail.” Need-

less to say I was encouraged. It has been so exciting for me to think about the spiritual impact that God is making 

through simple things like these Snail Mail lessons.  

 Let me share one more story along a similar line.  

 Five or six weeks ago, Alyssa sent out a reminder to all 670 campers who we hosted this summer. The postcard 

reminded campers to keep working on their lessons because the Mini Camp was coming up and they need to do all five 

lessons to get an invitation. The mother of an 8 year old camper called a few days after the postcard went out. She 

asked, “How can I get my son signed up for the Snail Mail thing?” She said, “I don’t know what this fall camp is, but if 

it’s with Camp Ray Bird, I want my son to do it!” I explained the process of needing to do all the lessons to get an invi-

tation and what kinds of things we’d be doing at the Fall Mini Camp. She responded, “OK. Whatever he needs to do, he 

will. Going to summer camp has had a positive impact on him spiritually. I mean really positive. This [summer] was his 

first year going and when he came home he kept saying, ‘Mom, we need to start going back to church.’”  

 As She and I talked for a few more minutes on the phone, she shared more of their family story, “A while ago 

we had been part of a church for a long time but I was really hurt by them (I think started tearing up on the phone). They 

started treating me and my kids differently and badly because I had them out of wedlock. When my son was getting old 

enough to notice that they were treating our family badly, I decided that our family was done with church.”  

 “It sounds like his wanting to go back to church must have stirred things up from the past,” I replied.  

 “Yes, it did. At first I didn’t want to listen to him, but when he kept on about it, I thought maybe he was right. 

So visited a few churches and are now part of good one. That’s why we want to get involved with any thing you guys 

are doing.” 

 Praise God for the way these two campers have been impacted for the Kingdom and the way their families have 

been touched, too. This school year God has set before us many open doors. We have opportunities for making a spiri-

tual impact and we want to make the most of them for God’s Kingdom.  

 

-David, Executive Director 

Grillin’ some 

hotdogs in the 

rain 

Some of those behind-the-scene helpers 

Doing some heavy lifting with 

the camp tractor 



Snail Mail Lessons: 1 through 5 
 

Dates: November 4-6 
 

Weather: Rainy :( 
 

Attendance:  

 46 campers (8 cabins) 

 34 volunteer staff + other help-

ers 
 

Activities:  
 Homemade applesauce and apple 

cobbler 

 Carving pumpkins 

 Indoor climbing wall 

 Playing “sardines” @ the Beacon Re-

source Center 

 

Teaching: “Refocus” 
 “Since, then, you have been raised 

with Christ, set your hearts on things 

above, where Christ is, seated at the 

right hand of God. Set your minds on 

things above, not on earthly things.” 

Colossians 3:1-2 

Refocus Time with Staff:  
As Jesus ministered to the masses, but sometimes 

pulled away to be with the disciples, we had campers 

spend one night and the staff stay over a second night.  
The two-part structure gave us time to minister to the 

staff, emphasizing the balance between serving others 

and pursuing Jesus as an individual. Often our high 

school and college-aged helpers know what it means 

to serve, but need encouragement to follow the Lord 

Jesus closely in their personal lives. These are the 

kinds of things we try in the interest of continuous im-

provement.   
Mini apple cobblers made by 

campers 

Trying an 

apple 

peeler-

corer-slicer 

Leading some worship music 

When it rains, play some games 

You get a pumpkin! 

Yes, that’s a picture of Susan 

in her onesie PJs! 

Reaching for their goals 

Refocusing on God 

Making memories with coun-

selors and cabin mates 

‘Tis the season for pumpkin carving 

And you get a pumpkin! 



The Mission  Prayer Requests & Praises          of Ray Bird Ministries is 

to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with Michi-

ana children and teens, nurture those believers, 

and prepare them for participation in local 

churches.  Ray Bird Ministries specializes in 

serving families who could not otherwise afford 

meaningful camping experiences. 

Praise 

 This year we celebrated camp’s 98th year! What an 

honor to carry on the legacy here. 

 We had an awesome weekend with campers and 

staff for the Fall Mini Camp. 

 Jeremy Hood, Kegan Ruthsatz, and many 

volunteers are getting some great facility and 

grounds work done. Their role on the team is a huge 

blessing! 

 We thank God for the consistent financial support 

we receive from individuals, churches, businesses, 

and foundations.  

 God has been opening doors for us this school year 

as we’ve been reaching out to campers and their 

families.  

 God has provided funding in amazing ways this 

year. Donors have gone above and beyond and 

helped us reach some of our most critical goals. We 

are excited to make the most of these funds for 

strategic improvements to our facilities and 

program.  

Prayer 
 That campers and their families would connect to a 

local churches. 

 Pray that follow up would build up God’s kingdom 

in our campers. This includes home visits, Snail 

Mail lessons, Mini Camps, and informal times. 

 For wise planning as we wrap up our long term, 

master plan for the camp facilities.  

 Pray that God would provide a great staff for 2018! 

We have a particular need for boys counselors.  

A donation was made… 

 

In memory of Jim Banner  

(John and Janice Horan) 


